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Monitoring Student Progress: 
Administrative Issues

I. History of using progress monitoring 
in Minneapolis Schools
– To guide instruction
– Early intervention and response to 

intervention
– Keeping on track for adequate 

yearly progress

Parts III & IV of this presentation are found in the 
accompanying power point presentation



Curriculum-Based Measurement: 
Twenty Years of Implementation

Monitoring Student Progress in Special Education (1982)
Screening for Special Education Referrals (1983)
Eligibility for Special Education (1983)
Dependent Variable in Research (1985)

– Effectiveness of Special Education study (1986)
– Non-categorical study (1987)

Grant Writing (1987)
Experimental Teaching Project (1987)
OSEP Demonstration Model Project: Formative Evaluation (1990)
Regular Education Implementation of CBM: Student, Class, Grade 
(1991)
School Improvement Plans (1992)
Waiver of State Eligibility Rules: Problem Solving Model (1993) 
CBM and High Stakes Testing (1997)
Best Practices for Reading Instruction (1997)
Office for Civil Rights Voluntary Compliance Agreement (1998)
CBM and Early Literacy Measures (1999)
OCR Website and Student CBM data (2000)
Videos and Web-based Tutorials (2003)
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The Effectiveness of 
Special Education

Marston, D.  (1988).  The effectiveness of special 
education: A time series analysis of reading 
performance in regular and special education.  The 
Journal of Special Education, 21(4), 13–26.

Multiple Baseline—AB design
3 elementary schools
272 students at risk—Below 25th Percentile CAT
Measured weekly on CBM
11 students identified as LD with sufficient data
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“Terry’s” Reading Progress
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Noncategorical Services 
Delivery

Marston, D.  (1987).  Does categorical 
teacher certification benefit the mildly 
handicapped child?  Exceptional 
Children, 63(5), 423-431.
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Ten Most Frequently Cited Barriers
To Implementation of Formative 
Evaluation Systems

1. Teachers had a limited range of instructional strategies to use 
when data indicated a need for instructional changes.

2. Some teachers mechanically measure and chart without using 
data to make instructional decisions.

3. The use of CBM represents change and brings about resistance 
and anxiety.

4. Ongoing training system for special and regular education staff.
5. Implementing CBM in secondary schools.
6. The logistics of evaluation and modification.
7. Difficulty in getting staff to use CBM to adjust their instructional 

strategies.
8. Time needed to monitor teacher’s implementation of CBM.
9. Adequate district human resources to fully implement the 

program.
10.Concern that words read correctly is not a measure of 

comprehension.
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Problem Solving Model

Student Needing Alternative Programming 
(SNAP) Individual Education Plan

Student is Discrepant from Expectations

Stage 2
Intervention Assistance Team

Stage 1
Classroom Interventions

Stage 3
Special Education Evaluation



Curriculum-Based Measurement: 
Monitoring Reading Progress
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Problem Solving Model  
(Marston et. al., 2003)

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

Fall Spring

General Ed.
Stage 1
Stage 2
Stage 3



Curriculum-Based Measurement: 
Twenty Years of Implementation

Monitoring Student Progress in Special Education (1982)
Screening for Special Education Referrals (1983)
Eligibility for Special Education (1983)
Dependent Variable in Research (1985)

– Effectiveness of Special Education study (1986)
– Non-categorical study (1987)

Grant Writing (1987)
Experimental Teaching Project (1987)
OSEP Demonstration Model Project: Formative Evaluation (1990)
Regular Education Implementation of CBM: Student, Class, Grade 
(1991)
School Improvement Plans (1992)
Waiver of State Eligibility Rules: Problem Solving Model (1993) 
CBM and High Stakes Testing (1997)
Best Practices for Reading Instruction (1997)
Office for Civil Rights Voluntary Compliance Agreement (1998)
CBM and Early Literacy Measures (1999)
OCR Website and Student CBM data (2000)
Videos and Web-based Tutorials (2003)





Curriculum-Based Measurement: 
Twenty Years of Implementation

Monitoring Student Progress in Special Education (1982)
Screening for Special Education Referrals (1983)
Eligibility for Special Education (1983)
Dependent Variable in Research (1985)

– Effectiveness of Special Education study (1986)
– Non-categorical study (1987)

Grant Writing (1987)
Experimental Teaching Project (1987)
OSEP Demonstration Model Project: Formative Evaluation (1990)
Regular Education Implementation of CBM: Student, Class, Grade 
(1991)
School Improvement Plans (1992)
Waiver of State Eligibility Rules: Problem Solving Model (1993) 
CBM and High Stakes Testing (1997)
Best Practices for Reading Instruction (1997)
Office for Civil Rights Voluntary Compliance Agreement (1998)
CBM and Early Literacy Measures (1999)
OCR Website and Student CBM data (2000)
Videos and Web-based Tutorials (2003)



3rd Grade Data
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CBM Growth for Lowest Quartile: 2001/2 
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Spring Kindergarten: Intercorrelations

Early Literacy Measures: 
Validity

Onset 
Phonemes Segments

Letter Sounds .70 .65

.73Onset Phonemes



Spring Kindergarten with Fall 1st Grade CBM

Letter Sounds .62
Onset Phonemes .50
Segmentation .82

Spring Kindergarten Segments Predicting
Fall 1st Grade Report Card Teacher Ratings

Understands what is read .66
Use phonics skills .66
Analyzes what is read .59
Reads fluently with expression .63

Early Literacy Measures: 
Validity
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Clicking on any green heading 
allows you to sort by that column



Intervention worksheets can 
also be entered online





CBM data can be viewed historically 
and graphed for the current year





Curriculum-Based Measurement: 
Twenty Years of Implementation

Monitoring Student Progress in Special Education (1982)
Screening for Special Education Referrals (1983)
Eligibility for Special Education (1983)
Dependent Variable in Research (1985)

– Effectiveness of Special Education study (1986)
– Non-categorical study (1987)

Grant Writing (1987)
Experimental Teaching Project (1987)
OSEP Demonstration Model Project: Formative Evaluation (1990)
Regular Education Implementation of CBM: Student, Class, Grade 
(1991)
School Improvement Plans (1992)
Waiver of State Eligibility Rules: Problem Solving Model (1993) 
CBM and High Stakes Testing (1997)
Best Practices for Reading Instruction (1997)
Office for Civil Rights Voluntary Compliance Agreement (1998)
CBM and Early Literacy Measures (1999)
OCR Website and Student CBM data (2000)
Videos and Web-based Tutorials (2003)


	Monitoring Student Progress: �Administrative Issues��Part I – History of Using            Progress Monitoring in�Minneapolis S
	Monitoring Student Progress: Administrative Issues
	Curriculum-Based Measurement: Twenty Years of Implementation
	Curriculum-Based Measurement: Twenty Years of Implementation
	Curriculum-Based Measurement: Twenty Years of Implementation
	The Effectiveness of �Special Education
	“Bob’s”  Reading Progress
	“Terry’s”  Reading Progress
	Curriculum-Based Measurement: Twenty Years of Implementation
	Noncategorical Services Delivery
	Reading Improvement of 4 Groups
	Curriculum-Based Measurement: Twenty Years of Implementation
	Ten Most Frequently Cited Barriers�To Implementation of Formative Evaluation Systems
	Curriculum-Based Measurement: Twenty Years of Implementation
	Curriculum-Based Measurement: Twenty Years of Implementation
	Curriculum-Based Measurement: Twenty Years of Implementation
	Percentage of time spent testing by MPS school psychologists*
	Problem Solving Model
	Curriculum-Based Measurement: Monitoring Reading Progress
	Problem Solving Model  �(Marston et. al., 2003)
	Curriculum-Based Measurement: Twenty Years of Implementation
	Curriculum-Based Measurement: Twenty Years of Implementation
	3rd Grade Data
	Curriculum-Based Measurement: Twenty Years of Implementation
	CBM Growth for Lowest Quartile: 2001/2 Continuously Enrolled Students
	Curriculum-Based Measurement: Twenty Years of Implementation
	Early Literacy Measures: Validity
	Early Literacy Measures: Validity
	Curriculum-Based Measurement: Twenty Years of Implementation
	Clicking on any green heading allows you to sort by that column
	Intervention worksheets can also be entered online
	CBM data can be viewed historically and graphed for the current year
	Curriculum-Based Measurement: Twenty Years of Implementation

