Questions and Answers from the Dec. 12, 2007 webinar Using CBM for AYP and Other Data Reporting, presented by Michelle Hosp
CBM TOOLS & TESTS

Which tools are best for monitoring math and writing?
Answered: There are a variety of tools available. Please visit www.studentprogress.org and click on the Tools tab to access our Tools chart, which includes detailed information about several commercial tools.
How many items are on each test?

Answered: The number of items on CBM tests vary by instrument and subject. Please see www.studentprogress.org and click on the Tools tab to learn more about various progress monitoring tools.  Also, if you click on the Summer Institute tab and click on a session topic that interests you, you can look at the presentation materials to see some examples of CBM instruments in that subject area.

Are there any CBM GOMs for vocabulary?
Answered: Not exactly, though a procedure called vocabulary matching is used to monitor progress in content areas like social studies and science in middle and secondary school.

Is CBM a computer program that needs to be purchased?

Answered: Sort of. CBM refers to a type of instrument. There are many CBM tools available, and we do recommend that schools and districts purchase software to assist teachers and support successful implementation. Visit www.studentprogress.org and click on the Tools tab to learn about available progress monitoring instruments.
Most available math probes measure math facts and grade level computation. Where can concept and applications probes be found?

Answered: If you look at http://www.studentprogress.org/chart/chart.asp, you’ll find that there are some math tools that have concepts and applications probes (e.g., Monitoring Basic Skills Progress; STAR Math). 

I thought CBM-Math was 2 minutes. I saw 7 on your slide?

Answered: Different CBM tools, i.e., AIMSWeb or DIBELS, will have different adminsitration procedures.
Could you explain more about how you count the digits correct on the math test?  Is 2/3 one digit or two?

Answered: It’s two digits.  Please see www.studentprogress.org/summer_institute/default.asp#mathematics for some scoring guidelines.
DIBELS does not have math? Can you clarfiy the 7 minute one?

Answered: Right, DIBELS does not have any math tools. There are other tools, such as AIMSWeb and STAR, that do. Each tool will have slightly different administration procedures, i.e., time limits. 
The math tests I looked at on www.studentprogress.org had 12 to 15 items. Can you adequately sample an entire year's math curriculum in 12 to 15 items?

Answered: The tools on our Tools chart have been reviewed in a rigorous process. Thus the vendor must have provided adequate evidence to our Review Committee that the tools yield valid scores that are correlated with other assessments.

I often get asked, "why use digits correct?" Could you please clarify why digits correct is better?

Answered: It is a more sensitive score than answers correct.
What is WIF on that graph? Different from ORF?

Answered: WIF = Word Identification Fluency, which would be used with pre-readers in kindergarten and through half of first grade, prior to using Oral Reading Fluency (also known as Passage Reading Fluency or PRF).
MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL

Can you give some ideas for high school and middle school probes or ways to help teachers with CBM? 

Answered: There are CBM instruments for middle and high school, but our center's scope is k-5 only. See www.progressmonitoring.net for more information about middle and secondary.  This is the website for the Research Institute on Progress Monitoring.

EARLY CHILDHOOD

Are there CBM probes for preschool students? Also, are there early curricula with suggested intervention strategies or methods?

Answered: A progress monitoring tool being developed for very young children is Individual Growth and Development Indicators (IGDIs). See www.igdi.ku.edu and http://cehd.umn.edu/ceed/projects/ggg/default.html .  As for intervention strategies and methods, see the Recognition and Response framework: www.recognitionandresponse.org 
USING CBM IN YOUR SCHOOL OR DISTRICT
Would it be a good practice to progress monitor more frequently early in the year (e.g. twice a week) to quickly get the 6 to 8 data points, and see if things are off to a good start?

Answered: Sure, though that may be unreasonably time-consuming for the teacher. That's why we recommend an initial screening of all students, followed by weekly or more frequent progress monitoring primarily for students who are below expected levels at initial screening.  In general, progress monitoring should be more frequent for students whose progress is below the goal or benchmark and less frequent for students whose progress is on or above the goal.

Do you ever advocate using CBM for high stakes decision making?
Answered: See this page on the National Research Center on Learning Disabilities website for information: http://www.nrcld.org/topics/rti.html 

I have heard some presenters recommend that teachers should not administer CBM probes to their own students, to prevent sympathetic scoring and increase fidelity. What do you think?

Answered: If administration and scoring procedures are followed precisely, this should not be a problem. Most CBM instruments include very clear guidelines for administration and scoring to help avoid this problem, and good training and support can help ensure that teachers administer the tests correctly. Some are even computer administered and scored! See www.studentprogress.org and click on Tools.

W are becoming more proficient in collecting reliable and valid data.  How do we get school superintendents to take notice of the information?

Answered: You could use the data to clearly show your superintendent that progress monitoring results in better outcomes for students and better teaching.
Can a structure using CBM be set up only in special ed?

Answered: No!  Student progress monitoring should ideally happen in general and special education. There is a history of using CBM only in special education programs to closely monitor students who receive services, but all students benefit from progress monitoring, regardless of their placement.  All teachers benefit as well from frequent data about progress that can inform their instructional planning for individual students.
Any suggestions on how to train district/school educators in CBM?

Answered: The Center has a list of trainers who can do workshops. They set their own fees and schedules. Email rholland-coviello@air.org to get contact information for trainers. Alternatively, training materials are available at www.studentprogress.org for self-study. In particular, check out our online training modules (click on the Library tab, then Online Trainings)

AYP

Regarding accountability and the merging of NCLB and IDEA data, will LD students be calculated into a school's AYP?

Answered: Yes, AYP calculations are based on all students in the school. A small percentage of students with disabilities can be assessed using alternate instrumentation for AYP purposes according to IDEA 2004 law.
How do you take into account the high turnover rate of students in using CBM for AYP?

Answered: The expectation for progress should not be different or lower based on a certain population. Students often leave one school for another but stay within a district. If we have a system in place to keep track of these students then progress monitoring data can easily be transferred from one school to another.  

Does CBM meet the current AYP calculation or with the new "growth model" will this apply? 
CBM could be used for AYP as was shown in the webinar. However, each district and state may have guidelines on what outcome and progress monitoring assessments must be used for AYP purposes. 
GENERAL

Do you have a specific reference for the CBM benchmarks from the Fuchs?

Answered: You can cite our Summer Institute training materials. See www.studentprogress.org, click on the Summer Institute tab, then click on the subject area you are interested in.
I am not familiar with Ken Howell. What are his credentials please?

Answered: Professor, Special Education, University of Western Washington, PhD Special Education, University of Oregon

How do we best determine a goal line with graphing progress?  What was the method for calculating the trend line?

Answered: Visit www.studentprogress.org and click on the Summer Institute tab.  Click on a session topic that interests you (reading, math, or writing) and download the manual.  It contains instructions for using the Tukey method to draw goal and trend lines.  Many progress monitoring tools come with software that does this graphing for teachers.  Click on the Tools tab on our website to see the tools chart and learn what is available.

Each state defines math competency or reading competency differently. How do you handle alignment issues?

Answered: States and districts should choose CBM tools that best match their standards. See www.studentprogress.org and click on Tools for more information.  If you have any questions about the tools’ content, please contact the vendors using the information in the chart.    
How do you decide what type of intervention is best for a particular student?

Answered: Stay tuned as the National Center on RTI gets going (www.rti4success.org ). In the meantime, visit www.interventioncentral.org or the www.centeroninstruction.org for some guidance.

